
 

 

 

Letter of Recommendation for Eric Sorensen    August  2014 

 

From:  Tim Beagley PhD 

Associate Professor 

Department of Biology 

            Salt Lake Community College 

 tim.beagley@slcc.edu  

 

To SLCC Learning Center and Department of Developmental Education 

 

Eric Sorensen has asked me to recommend him to you as a math and science tutor.  I am 

very happy to do so.  Eric was a student in two of my Biology courses, Biology 2060 

(Microbiology) and Biology 2065 (Microbiology Lab).  Eric, quite simply, is one of our finest and 

most dedicated students.  In my lecture class, Eric had perfect attendance and finished all of his 

assignments on time.  His scores were consistently near the top of the class and he is always well 

prepared.  His hard work and dedication earned him an A grade.  In the Microbiology Lab, Eric 

again had perfect attendance, came fully prepared to each lab and ended the semester with nearly 

100 percent of the total possible points.  Eric works hard, is very dependable and really knows his 

science. 

 

I find Eric Sorensen to be a student of exceptional character and academic potential.  He is 

always willing to put forth maximum effort to complete a project or task.  Eric has excellent 

communication skills, is very articulate and quite personable.  He is adept at grasping new and 

even difficult concepts.  In short, SLCC students seeking help with their math and science courses 

will benefit greatly by having Eric as their tutor. 

 

          In summary, I feel that Eric Sorensen exhibits all of the attributes necessary to be one of 

your finest math and science tutors and I recommend that you consider him for this assignment as 

strongly as I possibly can. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim Beagley 

 

Letter of Recommendation for Vilate Van Leeuwen                                     February  2015

From:  Tim Beagley PhD
           Associate Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           P.O. Box 30808
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
           Ph. 801-957-4846

To: Jordan School District Hiring Managers

From July 1st 2013 to June 30th 2014 I served as the Dean for the School of Health Sciences at 
Salt Lake Community College.  As such, I was the immediate supervisor for Vilate Van Leeuwen 
who served as the Coordinator of our Assessment Center.  Vilate is the consummate 
professional you always hear about.  She has a great work ethic, is very reliable and exhibits an 
infectious positive attitude.  Vilate communicates very well in both the written and verbal format.  
She completes tasks promptly and completely.  Indeed, she usually goes the extra mile to make 
sure everything is done at the highest possible level.

Of particular importance for the position of substitute teacher, Vilate interacts perfectly with 
students.  There is simply no other way to describe it.  She somehow knows how to show the 
right mixture of firmness, caring and assistance that students need and appreciate.  She 
demands the respect of students and co-workers but does so in a manner that is both 
constructive and purposeful.  While working at Salt Lake Community College, Vilate ran the 
day-to-day operations of a very busy (sometimes hectic) testing center.  She exhibited wonderful 
organizational skills and, even under the most difficult of circumstances, was always a step 
ahead of everyone else.  

As you consider Vilate for the possible role of substitute teacher, I can assure you she is well 
equipped to do that job.  Your school and students will greatly benefit by including Vilate Van 
Leeuwen.  Ours certainly has.
 

Sincerely,

Tim Beagley

Canyons School District Hiring Managers

Letter of Recommendation for Linda Maranto                                    June  2015

From:  Tim Beagley PhD
           Associate Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           P.O. Box 30808
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
          tim.beagley@slcc.edu 

To Graduate and Professional Program Admissions Committees,

Linda Maranto has been a student in two of my Biology courses, Biology 2060 (Microbiology) 
and Biology 2020 (Cell Biology).  Both of these courses had laboratory components where i was 
able to observe Linda working.  When she asked me to write a letter of recommend for her, I 
was very pleased.  Linda, quite simply, is a very good student. She shows strong academic 
potential as well as a tremendous work ethic.  In my Microbiology class, Linda had perfect 
attendance, participated in the majority of classroom discussions and received high point totals 
on our exams.  Her hard work and dedication earned her 91 percent of the possible points and 
an A- grade.  Her performance in my Cell Biology class was similar.  In the Microbiology 
Laboratory class, Linda again had perfect attendance, came fully prepared to each lab and 
actually received 96 percent of the possible points.  She easily earned among the highest point 
totals in the lab and, again, her work in the Cell Biology lab was similar.  Importantly, my 
experiences with Linda are not unique as demonstrated by her good grades and fine academic 
standing.  Furthermore, my colleagues in the Biology Department have relayed to me 
comparable impressions of Linda.

I find Linda Maranto to be a person of good character and academic standing.  She is always 
willing to put forth maximum effort to complete a project or task.  Linda has good communication 
skills.  She is adept at grasping new and even difficult concepts.  I have no doubt whatsoever 
that Linda Maranto will be successful in her further studies and that your program will benefit 
greatly by including her. 

          In summary, I feel that Linda Maranto exhibits all of the attributes found in our finest 
students and I strongly recommend that you consider her for admission into your program.

Sincerely,

Tim Beagley

Letter of Recommendation for Savanah Rodriguez                                  June  2015

From:  Tim Beagley PhD
           Associate Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           P.O. Box 30808
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
          tim.beagley@slcc.edu

To Professional Program Admissions Committees,

Savanah Rodriguez has been a student in two of my Biology courses, Biology 2060 (Microbiology) and 
Biology 2065 (Microbiology Lab).  When she asked me to write a letter of recommend for her, I was very 
pleased.  Savanah, quite simply, is a very good student.  She shows strong academic potential as well as 
a good work ethic.  In my Microbiology class, Savanah had perfect attendance, participated in the majority 
of classroom discussions and received high point totals on our exams.  Her hard work and dedication 
earned her 89 percent of the possible points and an B+ grade.  In the Microbiology Laboratory class, 
Savanah again had perfect attendance, came fully prepared to each lab and actually received 95 percent 
of the possible points.  She easily earned among the highest point totals in the lab.  Importantly, my 
experiences with Savanah are not unique as demonstrated by her good grades and fine academic 
standing.  Furthermore, my colleagues in the Biology Department have relayed to me comparable 
impressions of Savanah.

Savanah has also worked on one of my research projects.  She has been using bioinformatics tools to 
identify upstream genetic control elements in the genome of an Archaea Halogeometricum borenquense.  
Working with one other student, she has constructed conserved DNA sequence models that will help 
increase our understanding of gene regulation in the Archaea.

I find Savanah Rodriguez to be a person of good character and academic standing.  She is always willing 
to put forth maximum effort to complete a project or task.  Savanah has good communication skills.  She 
is adept at grasping new and even difficult concepts.  I have no doubt whatsoever that Savanah Rodriguez 
will be successful in her further studies and that your program will benefit greatly by including her. 

In summary, I feel that Savanah Rodriguez exhibits all of the attributes found in our best students and I 
recommend that you consider her for admission into your program.

Letter of Recommendation for Alhan DastpishAugust 2015

From:  C. Tim Beagley PhD
           Associate Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           P.O. Box 30808
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
         Ph. 801-957-4846

To SLCC Learning Center,

Alhan Dastpish was a student in my Biology 1010 course (Introduction to Biology) during 
Spring Semester 2015.  Alhan has asked me to write a letter of recommend for her and I 
am very pleased to do so.  Quite simply, Alhan is one of our finest students and she works 
hard to master course content.  In my class, Alhan had excellent attendance, participated in 
the majority of classroom discussions and received 94 percent of the possible points for an 
A grade.  Alhan consistently had one of the highest scores on each exam and actually 
earned nearly 100 percent of the laboratory points.  Alhan is a leader and she works very 
well with other students.  I believe her help in the Learning Center will be invaluable to 
students who are trying to master difficult course material.

I find Alhan Dastpish to be of the highest character and academic potential.  Alhan has 
good communication skills and is quite articulate. 
 
 In summary, I feel that Alhan exhibits all of the attributes necessary to perform at the 
highest level as she tutors students in the Learning Center and I recommend that you 
consider her for this position as strongly as I possibly can.

Sincerely,

Tim Beagley

Letter of Recommendation for Alhan Dastpish                         August 2015

From:  C. Tim Beagley PhD
           Associate Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           P.O. Box 30808
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
          Ph. 801-957-4846

To SLCC Learning Center,

Alhan Dastpish was a student in my Biology 1010 course (Introduction to Biology) 
during Spring Semester 2015.  Alhan has asked me to write a letter of recommend for 
her and I am very pleased to do so.  Quite simply, Alhan is one of our finest students 
and she works hard to master course content.  In my class, Alhan had excellent 
attendance, participated in the majority of classroom discussions and received 94 
percent of the possible points for an A grade.  Alhan consistently had one of the 
highest scores on each exam and actually earned nearly 100 percent of the laboratory 
points.  Alhan is a leader and she works very well with other students.  I believe her 
help in the Learning Center will be invaluable to students who are trying to master 
difficult course material.

I find Alhan Dastpish to be of the highest character and academic potential.  Alhan has 
good communication skills and is quite articulate. 
 
In summary, I feel that Alhan exhibits all of the attributes necessary to perform at the 
highest level as she tutors students in the Learning Center and I recommend that you 
consider her for this position as strongly as I possibly can.

Sincerely,

Tim Beagley

Letter of Recommendation for Isaac Ralphs                            August  2015

From: Tim Beagley PhD
           Associate Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           P.O. Box 30808
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
         Ph. 801-957-4846

To: Veterinary School Admissions Committees,

Isaac Ralphs has been a student in two of my Biology courses, Biology 2020 (Cell 
Biology) and Biology 2060 (Microbiology).  I am happy to be writing a letter of 
recommendation for him.  Isaac, quite simply, is a good student.  He is also a hard 
working and dedicated student.  In my lecture classes, Isaac had perfect attendance 
and participated in the majority of classroom discussions.  His scores are consistently 
above the average of the class and he is always well prepared.  His hard work and 
dedication earned him a B grade in each class.  In the Lab sessions for each class, 
Isaac again had perfect attendance, came fully prepared to each lab and, again, 
scored quite well.  Indeed, he earned nearly ALL of the possible lab points.

I find Isaac Ralphs to be a student of good character and academic potential. He is 
always willing to put forth maximum effort to complete a project or task.  Isaac has 
good communication skills and he is quite articulate.  In our laboratory sessions, other 
students would often turn to him for help.  He is adept at grasping new and difficult 
concepts.  I have no doubt whatsoever that Isaac will be successful in his further 
studies and that your program will benefit by including him.

In summary, I feel that Isaac Ralphs exhibits all of the attributes necessary to be one 
of your best students and I recommend that you consider him for admission into your 
program.

Sincerely,

Tim Beagley

Letter of Recommendation for Lisa                                                         October  2015

From:  C. Tim Beagley PhD
           Associate Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
Ph. (801) 957-4846

To: Medical School Application Committees

Lisa Gerth has been a student in two of my Biology courses at Salt Lake Community College: 
BIOL 2020 (Cell Biology) and BIOL 2025 (Cell Biology Lab).   My observations of Lisa both in 
the classroom setting and in the lab lead me to believe that she will perform very well working 
as a medical student and, later, as a medical professional.  In both of my classes Lisa showed 
a strong commitment to her coursework by having perfect attendance and by always arriving 
with her assignments prepared.   She is dependable and willing to put forth extra effort to 
accomplish a given task.  I have observed that Lisa works harder than the other students and 
really is committed her own success.
Lisa's hard work and dedication helped her to earn high scores in both of my courses.  In 
Biology 2020, Lisa had exam scores that were well above average and they increased over 
the semester.  She showed a strong ability to grasp difficult new concepts.  In the laboratory 
portion of the class, her scores were also very high and she worked well with other students to 
perform the given protocols.  
I find Lisa to be articulate, very capable and hardworking.  I believe she has a strong mind and 
aptitude for the scientific process and a clear understanding of biological principles.  I have no 
doubt whatsoever that she will continue to be successful as she furthers her education in the 
medical field.  I also feel that your program will greatly benefit by including her.

Letter of Recommendation for Chris CutlerNovember  2015

From:  Tim Beagley PhD
           Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           P.O. Box 30808
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
          Ph. 801-957-4846

To: Professional Program Admissions Committees,

Chris Cutler has been a student in two of my Biology courses, Biology 2020 (Cell Biology) and 
Biology 2025 (Cell Biology Laboratory).  I am happy to be writing a letter of recommendation for 
him.  Chris, quite simply, is a good student.  He is also a hard working and dedicated student.  In my 
lecture classe, Chris has perfect attendance and participates in the majority of classroom 
discussions.  His scores are consistently above the average of the class and he is always well 
prepared.  His hard work and dedication is earning him a B or B+ grade.  In the Lab class, Chris 
again has perfect attendance, comes fully prepared to each lab and, again, is scoring very well.  
Indeed, he has earned nearly ALL of the possible lab points.  In our Cell Biology Lab, students 
annotate a portion of the genome from an Archaea called Haolgeometricum.  They report their 
finding out to the entire class and the report Chris gave was exceptional.  He really does understand 
his science and his biology.

I find Chris Cutler to be a student of good character and academic potential. He is always willing to 
put forth maximum effort to complete a project or task.  Chris has good communication skills and he 
is quite articulate.  In our laboratory sessions, other students would often turn to him for help.  He is 
adept at grasping new and difficult concepts.  I have no doubt whatsoever that Chris will be 
successful in his further studies and that your program will benefit by including him.

          In summary, I feel that Chris Cutler exhibits all of the attributes necessary to be one of your 
best students and I recommend that you consider him for admission into your program.

Sincerely,

Tim Beagley

Edward (Chris) Cutler           November 2015

,

Letter of Recommendation for Angelica Rios      December  2015

From:  Tim Beagley PhD
           Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           4600 South Redwood Road
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84130
           Ph. 801-957-4846

To MESA STEP Scholarship Committee,

Angelica Rios has been a student in two of my Biology classes: Cell Biology (BIOL 2020) and 
Cell Biology Lab (BIOL 2025).  I'd like you to know that she is a very hard working student 
and that her likelihood of success is high.  In my Cell Biology class of 20 students, Angelica 
finished the semester with a C+ grade but she had perfect attendance and worked hard to 
master some very difficult material.  In the laboratory portion of the course, Angelica actually 
received nearly 90 percent of the total points possible.  Often times, in the lab, other students 
would turn to Angelica for help because they knew she was well prepared and that she would 
have a strong grasp of the protocols. I find these observations and Angelica's performance to 
be remarkable due to the competitive nature of the Cell Biology course. This course 
accommodates Science and Health Science majors including pre-medical, pre-dental, 
pre-pharmacy and pre-engineering students.  Notably, Angelica showed herself to be on par 
with that select group of students.

I find Angelica to have great character, motivation and academic potential.  She is willing to 
put forth whatever effort is needed to learn the material or complete a task.  She is articulate, 
knowledgeable, compassionate and extremely personable.  I have no doubt whatsoever that 
Angelica will continue to be successful in her further studies and that the MESA-STEP 
program would benefit greatly by granting her a scholarship.

           In summary, I feel that Angelica exhibits all of the attributes found in our good 
students and I recommend that you consider Angelica Rios to receive this scholarship.

Letter of Recommendation for Daniel Thomas      January 2015

From:  C. Tim Beagley PhD
           Professor of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           4600 South Redwood Road
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84130
           tim.beagley@slcc.edu 

To the University of Utah Bioengineering Graduate Program,

Dan Thomas was a student in two of my Biology courses, Biology 2020 (Cell Biology) and 
Biology 2025 (Cell Biology Lab).  I am very pleased to be writing a letter of support for Dan as 
he has been one of my very best students.  In my Cell Biology class, Dan had perfect 
attendance, participated in the majority of classroom discussions and ended with the highest 
point total for the semester.  His hard work and dedication earned him an A grade.  In the Cell 
Biology Laboratory, Dan also had perfect attendance, came fully prepared to each lab and 
earned among the highest point totals again.  Indeed, in the laboratory setting other students 
often turned to Dan for help because they know how well prepared and how capable he is.  

I find Dan Thomas to be a student of exceptional character and academic potential.  He is 
always willing to put forth maximum effort to complete a project or task.  Dan has exceptional 
communication skills and he is very articulate.  Perhaps the most compelling aspect of Dan's 
nature is that he seems to have a great desire and ability to learn.  He is very adept at grasping 
new and even difficult concepts.  I have no doubt whatsoever that Dan Thomas will be successful 
in his further studies and that the Bioengineering Graduate Program will greatly benefit by 
admitting and including him.

In summary, I feel that Daniel Thomas exhibits all of the attributes found in our finest students 
and I recommend that you consider him for admission into your graduate program.

Letter of Recommendation for Gianna ScaranoJanuary  2016

From:  Tim Beagley PhD
           Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           P.O. Box 30808
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
          tim.beagley@slcc.edu 

To University of Utah MPH Admissions,

Gianna Scarano has been a student in two of my Biology courses, Biology 2060 (Microbiology) 
and Biology 2065 (Microbiology Lab).  When she asked me to write a letter of recommend for 
her, I was very pleased.  Gianna, quite simply, has been one of our finest students. She shows 
strong academic potential as well as a tremendous work ethic.  In my Microbiology class, 
Gianna had perfect attendance, participated in the majority of classroom discussions and 
received one of the highest point totals on every exam.  Her hard work and dedication earned 
her 94 percent of the possible points and an A grade.  In the Microbiology Laboratory class, 
Gianna again had perfect attendance, came fully prepared to each lab and actually received 98 
percent of the possible points.  She easily earned the highest point total in the lab.  Indeed, 
other students would often turn to her for help because they knew how well prepared she was 
and how clearly she understood the material.  Importantly, my experiences with Gianna are not 
unique as demonstrated by her excellent grades and fine academic standing.  Furthermore, my 
colleagues in the Biology Department have relayed to me comparable impressions of Gianna.

I find Gianna Scarano to be a student of good character and academic standing.  She is 
always willing to put forth maximum effort to complete a project or task.  Gianna has great 
communication skills.  She is adept at grasping new and even difficult concepts.  I have no 
doubt whatsoever that Gianna will be successful in her further studies and that your program 
will benefit greatly by including her. 

In summary, I feel that Gianna Scarano exhibits all of the attributes found in our very best 
students and I recommend that you consider her for admission into your program as strongly 
as I possibly can.

Letter of Support for this Cyberlearning proposal                        January  2016

From:  Tim Beagley PhD
           Professor
           Department of Biology
           Salt Lake Community College
           P.O. Box 30808
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
          tim.beagley@slcc.edu 

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to express my strong support for the NSF Cyberlearning project "DIP: Collaborative Research: 
Applying Cognitive Science and Machine Learning to Identify, Classify, and Correct Student Errors" 
proposed by Andrew Butler (University of Texas at Austin), Richard Baraniuk (Rice University), and 
Elizabeth Marsh (Duke University). 

Salt Lake Community College is in its third semester of using an adapted version of the free online 
OpenStax Biology textbook.  Our students have greatly benefitted from the cost savings and from our 
ability to modify the textbook such that it aligns with our specific course objectives.  Having seen the 
benefits of this open source product, I am excited about the potential benefits to our students from 
progress on rapid and accurate identification, classification, and remediation of errors.  We are always 
looking for better ways to serve our students and to help them acquire the skills and knowledge needed to 
further their academic endeavors.

As such, I plan to support the project in the following ways:

- Continue the use of the adapted OpenStax textbook in my classes;
- Encourage students to complete the exercises designed by the research team;
- Participate in classroom studies designed by the research team;
- Consult in the design of classroom studies.

In summary, I am excited about this project, and I look forward to a fruitful collaboration with the group.  
I strongly encourage the National Science Foundation to give this project its full support!

Letter of Support for Tahir Razzaq                                                    January 2016

From: C. Tim Beagley PhD
           Professor
           Biology Department
           Salt Lake Community College
           4600 S Redwood Road 
           Salt Lake City, Utah 84123
           tim.beagley@slcc.edu 

To UofU Department of Engineering Scholarship Committee,

Tahir Razzaq has been a student in two of my classes, Biology 2020 (Cell Biology) and Biology 2060 
(Microbiology).  I strongly feel that Tahir exhibits all of the attributes necessary to place him among your 
finest students.  Tahir showed a solid commitment to his coursework by having perfect attendance in the 
lecture and laboratory sessions of both courses and by always arriving with his assignments prepared.

Tahir's hard work and dedication helped him to score high in each of my courses.  In Biology 2020, Tahir 
had one of the top scores on each exam and ended the semester with an A grade.  This clearly shows his 
ability to study hard and to grasp difficult new concepts.  In the laboratory portion of Cell Biology, Tahir was 
again among the highest scoring students.  He showed similar promise and performance in my Microbiology 
lecture and lab classes.

During my lectures, Tahir was very interested in the material being covered and would regularly participate 
in classroom discussions and deliberations.  He is articulate and intelligent.  Other students in the laboratory 
classes would often turn to Tahir for assistance when they didn't know how to perform a specific task or 
experiment.
 
Tahir has spoken to me about his continued education in the Engineering Program.  I feel he is an excellent 
candidate to continue at that level.  Furthermore, from conversations I have had with Tahir, it is most clear 
to me that he has a firm grasp of the basic scientific concepts and that he will continue to be very 
successful in his studies. 

In summary, I recommend Tahir Razzaq for an scholarship as strongly as I possibly can.  The money will be 
well spent.

Letter of Support for Kristen Taylor                                                            February, 2015

From:  Tim Beagley PhD
Professor of Biology
Salt Lake Community College
tim.beagley@slcc.edu 

To Sitting Committee Members and Other Evaluators,

I am writing to express my unequivocal and strong support for Kristen Taylor as a Full-Time Tenured Faculty 
Member in the Biology Department at Salt Lake Community College.  I understand that she is being reviewed 
by her Sitting Committee for another Letter of Progress and for the awarding of Tenure.  She absolutely 
should receive BOTH.  Over the years, I have served as Kristen's teacher, laboratory/research mentor, 
co-author, chair and now her colleague.  It is my observation that Kristen is an accomplished scientist, a 
model biology teacher and an even better faculty member.   

Kristen is well known among the circles of scientists who study marine mammals and their sensory perception 
mechanisms.  Her research on the auditory systems of these fine creatures comprises a body of important 
scientific knowledge that helps with conservation efforts and furthers our understanding.  Of particular 
importance, her research perfectly complements her teaching duties at SLCC.  It is fortunate for all of us that 
Kristen can teach courses that so closely parallel her research interests and expertise.

I have personally observed that her students absolutely love her and she reciprocates by preparing them well 
for their further courses.  As a teacher, Kristen has found the magic middle ground between toughness and 
compassion, between rigor and simplicity.  She explains concepts to  her students in such a way that they not 
only understand and comprehend them but that they also can apply those important concepts in very practical 
ways.  Indeed, I have had the fortune of teaching many students in Cell Biology and Microbiology that came 
through one of Kristen's classes.  They are well prepared, knowledgeable and motivated to succeed.   It is 
very clear to me that her students are well served having had her as their teacher.

As impressive as her science and teaching are, her service to the college and to our department is even more 
so.  Kristen serves on numerous committees and has been a faculty senator for several years.  I can't think of 
any faculty member in our department that serves on more college wide and school wide committees.  Kristen 
is always available to help with important tasks that come up from time to time.  I, personally feel that she has 
become a great example of what a good faculty member should be.

In summary, I find Kristen Taylor to be a gifted scientist, a wonderful educator and an invaluable member of 
our department faculty.  I recommend that Kristen be given a Letter of Progress and that she be awarded a 
well-deserved permanent Tenure.  I do so as strongly as I possibly can.

Sincerely,

Tim Beagley PhD

mailto:tim.beagley@slcc.edu

